BELIEVE – THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
4.  Changed Lives Inspire New Believers
Scripture:
John 4:1-42
Theme:
When the reality of the significance of Christ impacts your life, you can’t help but share it.
INTRODUCTION

In the first three chapters, we’ve begun to see Jesus unveiling God as full of truth and grace.  We’ve also begun to learn how people responded to that revelation.
John the Baptist, his disciples, and Nathanael were like people who had to work through their pre-conceived ideas, but faith came easily.  They needed little evidence to believe.  They joyfully opened their hearts to learn from Jesus, even when what he showed them was different from what they had thought.

Then the Apostle John introduced us to Nicodemus.  For him, faith was difficult.  His piety and education had earned him a reputation in the community.  His image of himself as a good, righteous man was deeply ingrained.  How hard it is for a person who has honestly tried to be good to realize that all these efforts provide no standing with God.  While taking pride in himself in keeping the law, he failed to recognize his deep need for God’s grace.

In contrast, to Nicodemus’ struggle with belief in Jesus as an intellectual, the Apostle John now introduces us to another person for whom faith came hard.  For this Samaritan woman, faith came hard because she knew she was a great sinner.  Her sense of worth and value was worn away.  How hard it was for her to realize and accept that God valued her and wanted her to become a true worshiper of Him.

What a remarkable contrast in belief.  Nicodemus needed to see himself as a sinner if he was to understand God’s grace.  Whereas the Samaritan woman, who knew she was a sinner, needed to see herself through the eyes of God’s grace as a person of worth and value.  To have a belief in Jesus one must see God revealing both His truth and His grace:  the trugh of man’s sinfulness and value, as well as God’s grace – a grace that says to everyone, “You count!”  God know you as you are, and He still cares for you.

In this study we will discover how the truth and grace through God’s ‘living Word’ Jesus this outcaste, rejected woman  not only caused her to see herself in truth as a sinner, but also to experience God’s acceptance through His grace.  She believed in Jesus.  When she returned to her village she told others, On the basis of her testimony, those villagers themselves came to Jesus and confessed Him to be the Savior of the world.
I.  Confront the Barriers
John 4:1-15
1. Why does Jesus leave Judea?      Jn.4:1-3; see also 1:19-28; 3:22-26
· What had the Pharisees heard about Jesus?
2. What does John 4:4 tell us?  What do you suppose is being emphasized?  Jn. 10:16
· Why would this ‘trip plan’ be hard for disciples who had grown up in a good Jewish home?  Jn. 4:9; II Kgs. 17:6, 24-33; Ezra 9:2; 10:44
3. In Jesus’ world, Jewish men rarely spoke to women in public.  Single men never did. Yet Jesus did.  How did He initiate the conversation?  Jn. 4:7-9
· What present day situations might arouse the same racial, religious, and sexual prejudices?    Who might the Samaritans of today be?
4. How does Jesus’ offer of ‘living water’ contrast with what the woman thinks He means?  Jn. 4:10-15
· In John 4:10, what are two key things the woman needs to know?
· In the woman’s reply, how does she remind you of Nicodemus and his question?
5. What do you learn about thirst and the quenching of thirst from the following scriptures?
· Isaiah 12:2-3

Isaiah 35:4-7


Revelation 21:6

6. Go back to Chapters 2 and 3 to see how John used the concept of water.  What does the imagery of living water tell us about what He has to offer.

II.  Lift Up the Truth
John 4:16-26
1. Why do you think Jesus changes the subject so abruptly to focus on her personal life?   Jn. 4:16
· What truth does Jesus confront her with?  Jn. 4:17-18
2. How does the woman react to Jesus’ penetrating insights?  Jn. 4:19-20
· Look at John 3:19-20.  What truth did Jesus already reveal which the woman was actually doing?
· What was the controversy between the Jews and Samaritans regarding Mt. Gerizim and Jerusalem?  (See Bible Commentary)

3. Notice that Jesus identifies squarely with His Jewish heritage. (Jn. 4:21-22)  But what is the broader point He is making that makes the debate irrelevant?  Mt. 24:1-2; Jn. 2:19
· What important statement does Jesus make about the Jews in John 4:22 and how is this true?  Rom. 9:4-5
4. When Jesus says people will ‘worship God in spirit and in truth,’ what do you suppose that means?  Jn. 14:6, 17; 15:26
· How would you describe the way you worship God?  Do you believe it fits this category?  Why?

5. What claim does Jesus make about Himself in vs. 25-26?

· Notice the phrase Jesus uses to identify Himself, “I am He.”  In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, how is that phrase used in Exodus 3:14?
· What is Jesus claiming about Himself by using this phrase?

III.  Response to God’s Grace
John 4:27-42
1. How did the disciples react when they found Jesus talking to this woman?  Jn. 4:27
2.
After the woman returns to her town, what does she tell the people?  Jn. 4:28-29
· From you reading, do you think the woman genuinely believed?  Why?
· How is her response a model for the response Jesus wants from every disciple?
3. How is the disciples misunderstanding about food (vs. 31-33) similar to the woman’s confusion about living water?
· After His encounter with the Samaritan woman, what specific lessons does Jesus apply to His disciples and to us?  Jn. 4:34-38
4. Re-read John 4:9-42.  Trace and identify the different titles that the woman called Jesus.  How does that reveal her growth in belief?
APPLICATION
1. What prejudices do you hold that keep you from reaching out to ‘certain people’ with the gospel?
2. How would you describe today the fields Jesus was concerned about?  Do you have the same ‘appetite’ as Jesus?
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